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Sktrer Options And Innevations

TEXT Stephanio Covannusgh, Washington, DC
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ABOVE: Shonandoals Shniters combined Sofiedpe™ Shintor on ihe windows and Shadowbox on the French doors 1o
complement thiy sumroom and provide both prrvacy and sun protection. Home of Judy Beava, [Distinetive [Design
Phsopraphy by Chrtiar Salines, HiTech Phata,

Shenamdoah Shudiers, got o Kick oul of a TV

special that featured o pooch who suffered 50 from
separation ansiety that be'd trashed all of the shuners
in the house. Happily, the doggre shrink cured the beast
and the delighted owner announced that new shutters
were on onder,

“I'm thinking of how fo breed this dog.” whispers
M. lmbur,

He jesis, Shensndoah Shutiers has no need of
cunine sabotgurs, The mpnufacturer 5 80 successiul
that he opened o second showroom in Vienna, Virginia
three vears age 0 handle the clamonng Washington,
[, crowd

What pecounts for the booming populanty of
shatters, and particulorly Plantation stevle shutters, the
specinlly of this house?

“People oreé tired of heavy dmpenes,” he savs

Jinl Imbur, president of  Richmond-based

“They want o let in os much sun as possible—bul keep
it Trom coming in directly—and comtrod prvacy.”

Plantation shutters, with broad slats ranging from 2
172 10 3 172 inches, offer maximann fesibility and mone
than a touch of romance, “They go back 1o the 1700x
prd the Caribbean in the days before air conditioning:
the southern United States in colonial times” he savs, IF
that conjures an image of ceiling fans, potied palms and
p omint julep on the veranda, ™it was also o very
pragmatic weatment,” They blocked the direct heat of
the sun while ketting in cooling breeses.

Curbously, the shiatters with 114 inch slats that we
call traditional were o Victonon innovation. “The
Victorians loved o clutter things up.” he guips.

Ower the past twelve years, the workshop has
created  historically  appropriste  shutters for o
plantation howse cutside of Richrmond that dates 1o the
Inis, covered the 1 5-fool windows in the banguet
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hall of a monsion in McLean amd the even moee
fowwering windows of severil historic churches.

How' do you reach those heavenly slnis? “We offer
a bong wooden mod” he says. “Just like the old-
fashioned school shade.”

Shenandoah offers a vast runge of color and wood
choices. Mine shades of white and four wood stains are
stundard and the custom color chaice is miiniie—ihey
even malched the lipstick red walls of a room
en Washington™s Embassy Row, Custom wood
choices include oak, cherry, walnut and heart pine,
“jusi about anyihing commercinlly available” savs
Mer, Imnbar

Specinlizabion has led o innovative products like
the patented Softedge. his most popular mounting
system, “The traditional way of mounting shutlers is
io install o frame thal covers most of the molding—
very unsightls,” he says. "The Softedge is an oulside
maunl with o concealed hinge and a double rollover
cdge that blends theém right into the molding. It's
clenn, simple, sesthetically pleasing and allows for
tilting windows and the crunk box on casements that
wreaks hnvoe on so many shulter installations,”

Shadowbox  Shuiters, another advance, are

designed for French doors and sidelight windows.
Thew lift right ofl for cleaning, buf stay snugly in place

when they e hung. “I0"s the only product | know that
won't rattle and clang when you open and close the
door, which can drivie youo crazy,” he says.

While they've done many commercial installations,
the company s primpry markel is residential. “We're
very much in tune with the homeowner” siys Mr
Imbur. That is evident from Shenandoah’s showrooms,
which are fumished like hoases with full sized shutlers
in the windows,

“We pive people a chance 1o see the product as it
wotld be im a bome,” be sayvs, “We'ne very up front
that this is a high-end product. They should understand
whal they're going o purchase,”

Customn made shutters in this rarifed league are a
considerable investmeni—he ballparks 3550 (o 600
for a tvpleal colonial sivle window, But, consider how
quickly draperies Tade and grow daled. Not only do
shutters never go oul of style, these beautics camy a
100-vear warranty. “And it's transferable!™ he laughs.

Is there any sheet of glass that he wouldn't cover
with these handsome wide slus?

“Can't think of one off hand,” he shmugs. “We've
even done sky lights..ond a dog gate for the pet of a
retired colonel.™ He then adds, rather mysteriously,
“Onee we sccommodated a cat. but we don’t want 1o
do that mgmin,”

Jofledge” Shutters

by Shenandoah

Acithefics, inmovalion, comocaled hmges
Soledge™ Shumers—s0 umigue, they're patented.

S icdgpe™ Shutlers ofTer o bematiful solusn ke
timstadling shitiers on loday s weisatile windows, imcloding
il m™ and casements. The soulptured edge profile
gemly hlends the shutters imlo vour wimdos moulding,
crestmg i harmonsees appearance. The hinges are
eniscealed disoreetly Sedingd the panels, further eshamcing
the acsthetica. Soficdpge™ Shuticrs-pn Shensndoah exclusive,
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As seen in HOME & DESIGN Magazine





